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Surrender the Self—Bridge the Divide

“Reading” the Photographs

You have heard the saying “A picture says 1,000 words.”  You have just received 27 photographs taken by a student in Wisconsin . . . that’s worth 27,000 words, or about 54 pages of typed writing!  They have told you about themselves and their life by taking pictures of themselves literally, symbolically, physically, and representationally.  You need to learn who they are because in the end, it is your challenge to represent them in one work of art – a clay mask.
STEP 1

Directions: To interpret and understand your partner you need to act like a detective when looking at the 27 photographs.  Sitting alone, answer the following questions to help you read their story literally, symbolically, physically, and representationally.  You may not be able to answer every question depending on the pictures your partner took, but answer all you can.  If something is not represented, what could that mean?

1. Make observations: 

· What PLACES are in the photos?

· What buildings are in the photos?

· What is the landscape like? (mountains/flat, fall/winter, trees/lakes) . . . or are all the pictures taken inside?  What could that tell you?

· Are they doing anything?

· How do they dress? 

· Are there other people in the photos?  Who do you think they are?

· What other objects are in the photos?  What do they own?

· What colors appear the most in their photographs?

· Are there any other observations you can make?  Is there anything else that stands out to you?

2. Guess about their life:

· What do they like to do?

· Where do they spend most of their time?  Where do they like to go?

· What do they like to eat?

· What is their life like?

3. Guess about who they are INSIDE:

· What is important to them? 

· What are their beliefs?

· What is their culture like?

· What kind of personality do they have?  List 5 personality traits you think describes them.
For example, are they introverted or extroverted (likes to be alone vs. with people), shy or outgoing, energetic, serious, busy, studious . . . 

· Would you be good friends with them if you went to the same school?
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STEP 3

Directions: Choose 1 photograph from each pile that you think is most essential to tell their story.  Together, these FOUR photographs should be the most important ones in representing who they are.

Put those four most important photographs inside this folded paper so you keep them separate.

What does your literal picture show?  What does that tell you about them?

What does your symbolic picture show?  What does that tell you about them?

What are their physical qualities in the picture?  What does that tell you about them?

What does the picture about them inside show?  What does that tell you about them?

STEP 2

Directions: Organize the photographs into 4 piles: literal, symbolic, physical qualities (their face), and things inside them.  Cut the headings below to help you organize. 

LITERAL
    
           

- a picture of the guitar they love to play

- a picture of the tube of lip gloss they are never without

- a picture of the grandmother they got their sense of humor from

- a picture of their favorite place to get away from it all

SYMBOLIC




- a picture of the sun piercing through the leaves of the tree in your back yard can be a symbol of their hopeful or optimistic side

- a blurry picture of cars speeding past your window can symbolize how so many things in their life are moving too quickly and how difficult it is to keep up or make sense of it all

PHYSICAL TRAITS


- part or all of their face

- part or all of their  body

THINGS INSIDE THEM

Confidence

Worry

Dreams

Desire

Fear

Values / Morals

Culture

Religion / Spirituality
